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populace friendly, an avowed aim of the Expedition which
from its inception placed the British officials in a peculiar
position.
The entire situation was a contradiction in terms. The
Expeditionary Force was invading enemy territory with the
population of which the British Government was not at war,
according to the proclamations issued after Fao.1 Indeed, the
British Government had declared that it had come to co-
operate with the Arabs for their liberation from Turkish
oppressors,2 In spite of these declarations, however, the restric-
tions placed on the inhabitants differed little, if any, from the
treatment accorded to an enemy population. The situation
was no doubt complicated by the refusal of many of the Arabs
to be considered friendly and by the necessity of combating by
rigorous measures the low standards of sanitation, housing and
morality prevailing in Mesopotamia.
The fact that the military regime was accepted as long as it
was without protest may be attributed to a variety of factors.
Prompt payment for all supplies, cash rent for billets and land,
although not invariably nor always in strict proportion to
prevailing rates, non-interference with such religious or local
customs as did not hamper military or administrative policy,
and the marked increase in general economic prosperity did
much to mitigate its rigours. While the attitude of the army as
a whole was distinctly hostile to the native population, not
without good reason, yet there was a genuine and general
desire on the part of all responsible officers to be just and fair
in all their dealings with the native population. The untiring
efforts of Sir Percy Cox and his assistants in establishing personal
relations at the same time that subsidies and remissions of
taxations were distributed among the shaikhs and local dig-
nitaries, won many of the notables to benevolent neutrality.
1 Proclamations, 1914-19, Notice No. 4, November 5th, 1914; Proc. No. 5,
November 22nd, 1914; also supra, pp. 71-2.
2 Ibid., Notice No. 7, February i4th, 1915,
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